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MEMOP^IDUM FOR THE RECORD: 

S.UDJECT; Arthur Jaiiioa Dallcttl^t al - UnauUiorisod Publication 
. . . or U 30 of Communicationa • .^. *. .. •... *.^.. .... .. . 



!• Thifl memorandum for tho record is prepared at the 
request of tl\c Attorney General of tho United States following a 
complete oral briefing of him relative to a sensitive CIA operation 
conducted during llio period approximately August I 960 to May 
1961. Xji August i960 the undersigned was approached by Mr* 
Richard Bis sell then Deputy Director for Plano of CIA to explore 
the possibility of mounting this sensitive operation against Fidel 
Castro* It was thought that certain gambling interests which had 
formerly been active in Cuba might be willing and able to assist 
and furlhcrf might have both intelligence assets in Cuba and 
comniunications botv/cca Miami* Florida and Cuba* Accordingly, 
Mr. Robert Maheu, a private investigator of the firm cf Maheu 
and King was approached by the undersigned and asked to establish 
contact with a xnember or members of tlie gambling syndicate to 
explore their capabilities. Mr. Maheu was known to have accounts 
with several prominent business lueii and organizations in the 
United States. Ivlalieu'waa to make his approach to U\o syndicate ^ 
as a,ppearing to represent big business organizations which wished 
to protect their interests in Cuba. Mr. Maheu accordingly mot 
and cstnblislicd contact witli one Jolin Rossclli of Eos Angeles. 

Mr. llossclli cixov/cd Interest in the possibility and indicated ho 
had 9 oii\c co;itacts in Miami tiiat he might use. jMaheu reported 
tliat John Rossclli said he was not interested in any remuneration 
but would seek to establish capabilities in Cuba to perform the 
desired project. Tov/ards U\e end of Se ptember Mr* Maheu and 
Mr. llossclli procccdcd.to Mianxi v/herc, as rcportedr-J^lveu-v/as- 
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iivlroduced to Sam Giancana of Chicago. Sam Giancaija arranged ^ 
for Maheu and P.osocUi to meet with a **couricr** %vho was .-coin^ back* 
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and forlli to ll.ivanu* From inronuallon rocclvi’.d bank by Ibu j 

courier the proponed operation appeared to bo fcaoiblo and it 
r/aa decided to obtain an official Agency approval in thin regard. 

A figure of one Imndrcu fifty thouaand dollara v/aa act by tl\c Agency 
ao a payment to be irus.de on completion of the Qperation and to be 
paid only to die principal or principals v/)i6 would conduct tho 
operation in Cuba, fvlahcu reported that Roaoclli and Giancana 
emphatically otated that Uicy wished no part of any payment- Tho 
undernigned then briefed the proper flcnior officials of thia Agency 
on the proposal ICnowledge of tliia project during Ito life wao kept 
to n total of volic personal and never bocamo a part of the project 
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itno for U^c.inyaaion o* Cuba and Uioria v/or« no 
the project nor were there other written documsntJ 
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or ngreemonts;^^ 'riva.prpjcct v/aa duly orally approved by the paid ^ 
(^eiilor oificials ioC the Agency- - — .. 



P.os.sclii and Maheu spent considerable time in Miami 
talking v/iUi the courier, Sam Giancana was present during parts 
of Iheuc mcctinga,’ Several months after this period Maheu told me 
that Sani Gia ncane, had asked l iim to put a listening device in the 
'room of 

SsX U>at t.Unc it was reported to me that Maheu passca the matter 
over to one JDdv /ard Du Boise, another private investigator* It 
appears that iVrlhur James Ballet ti v/aa ^Jis cove rod in tho act o.f 
.Installing the listening device and was arrested by the Sheriff in 
Las *Vcgas, Nevada. Malieu reported to me that he had referred 
the amaLter to Edward Du Boise on behalf of Sam Giancana. At the 
time of the incident neither this Agency nor the undersigned imew 
o( Uie proposed techni cal ins ta llation- Maheu stated that Sam . 
Giancana Uiouglit that know of the proposed 



to the ur.dcrsigucd he reported ho was unde.v ourvcillanco by agents 
of the Federal Bureau of In vco ligation, who, ho thought, v/ero 
••::cnl«>ring hi.‘i as30o«xition with John Jlossclli and Sam Giancana 
incid23;t to live project. I told Maheu that if ho was formally ap- 
piO?.c2ic*.l by die Fill, ho could rc.fcr t-hem to n\e to be briefed that 
l\n v/ao engaged .\n an intcliigcncc operation directed at Cuba. 



3. During the period from September cn through April 
O.Crorte were continued by Rosoclli and Maheu to proceed with tho 
opc.ralioii, Tlic first principal in Cuba wilhdrcv/ and ?.nother principal 



W.-V!I ocuclru an IjiLn l^crn brlrfcd lo TIui AUornoy Com.ral T 
Ihcu^aad dollarn wan panned for exponocu to Uic 0cccnd‘pri„cl,’" j ’ ' 
Ho v/aa (urU.or furnlnhcd v/iU» approxi.natcly one thounand dollars 
v/ortl» of commuaicationo equipment to cotabUsh communication^ 
between, his hcadquartcro la Miami and as seta in Cuba. No 
monica were ever paid to RoosclU and Giancana. Maheu waa 
paid part of liia expenos money during the periods that he was in 
Miami. i\Xter the failure of Uic invasion of Cuba word v/ao oent < 

throuuh Maheu to Roaacl.li to cjvU off Uie operation and Rosaelli 1 

was told to tell hia principal tliat Uxe propooal'to pay one hundr-d 
fifty Uxousand dollars fo.r completion of Uie operation bad been 
v/iihdrawn. 

la .all this period it has been definitely eatabllshcd from ’ 
other sources that tho Cuban principals Involved never discovered’ 
or oclicvcd that lixure waa other than business and oyndlcato interest 
in the project. To llxo kixowledgc of Uxe uxxUorolgncd there were no 
leaks of any information concerning the project in tha Cuban 
communxly in Mxami or in Cuba. 

-• ^ proof but it io my conclusion that Rosocili 

r.nd Giancana guessed or asaunxod that CIA v/as behind the project 
I never met citlxor of them. '* • 
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6. Ihroughout the entire period of the project John RossciU 
t.x= dominant figure in directing action to Uxe Cuban principals. 
Reasonable monitoring of his activities indicated that he gave hio 
beet efforts to carrying out the project without rcouiring any com- 
in.Umc:xt.3 .ter hiinscJi, financial or otherwise. * 



7, La view of the extrema sensitivity of Uxe information • 
net forth above, only one additional copy of Uiis memorandum haa 
bsen made and will bo retained by Uxe Agency. ‘ 
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